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INTRODUCTION 



Kakati Prataparudra's II sword and pen commanded 
equal respect. His court seems to have been busy with men of 
letters, ft is said that there are about two hundred poets in his 
court. He is a scholar and a poet by himself. He wrote two 
Sanskrit plays Usaragodayam and Yayaticaritra. Vidyinatha the 
author of the famous Prataparudrayasobhusanam, Narasimha of 
the Ksdambarikaly&nam, Sakalyamallana of Udararaghmvam, 
Achintyendrakavi who prepared the Anumakondasasanam, 
Ravipiti Tripurantaka who composed the Premabhiramam, 
Narasimhadasa who wrote the Siddhodvaham a kavya which is 
inscribed on slabs and Jayapasenani the author of the Nrtta- 
ratnavali&TQ a few noteworthy poets in his court. Gangadevi who 
wrote the Mathuravijaya comes of the Kakati family. 1 

Agastya Pandita the author of the present work the Bala- 
bharatam, is said to have flourished during the period of Pratapa- 
rudra Deva II of Warrangal. 2 Though he is said to have been 
the author of some Seventy four works, we are able to trace so 
far only three works viz., the Krsnacaritam, the Nalakirtikaumudi- 
kavya and the Bslabharatam. 

Out of these the Balabharatam is a mahakavya in twenty 
cantos, available in full whereas the Nalaklrtikaumudi is available 
in two cantos only and the Krsnacaritam, a prose work is almost 
complete excepting two or three pages at the beginning. 

From these extant works, we cannot gather any biographi- 
cal data of Agastya Pandita, as he did not seem to have cared 
to mention it. But from Narasimha and ViSvanatha, the authors 
of Ksdambarinatakam, and Saugandhikapaharanam, respect- 
ively, we understand that Agastya the maternal uncle of these 
two scholars, enjoyed the patronage of Prataparudra II of the 

1. B.V. Ramaraju Orugallu sahitlsaurabhSlu : Andhraprabha sacitra- 
varapatrika" : 17-3-'82 

2. Knshnamacharya : The History of Sanskrit Literature : Para 214. 



Kakatlya family at Warrangal between A.D. 1294-1325. Except- 
ing this no other detail is known to us. But from the statements 
of Gangadevi 1 Visvanatha 2 and Rajacudamani DIksita/ we note 
that Agastya enjoyed popularity as a poet and occupied an 
important place in she galaxy of scholars. He seems to have 
had another nephew by name Gangadhara who was also extoll- 
ed by Gangadevi in her Mathitra\ijayam^ A perusal at the titles 
of his other warks iulso reveals the fact that Agastya handles 
themes from the tooics of epics and Puranas which have been 
current in the people from times immemorial. This may be due 
to his reverence for vyasa. 

Of the three works so far came iato light two titles i e. 
the Krsnacaritam ard the Nalaklrtikaumudi were edited by my 
friend Prof. T\ Veakatacharya of the University of Toranto, 
Canada, The learned scholar, in his valuable introduction to 
the Krsnacaritam, gave about eleven points to prove that Vidya- 
natha, the author of the Prataparudrayasobhusanam a work on 
rhetoric and Agastja Pandi-a are twu different persons and not 
identical as a seethe n of the scholars opined on the basis of 
a verse (11-37) found in the Prataparudrayasobhusanam * 



The Mathuravijaya I. 14. 

2. cfr^Rq w^^KTu ^c^r^r f^ra 



The Saugandhikapaharanam V. 4. Prashavana, Kavyamala, No 74, 
1934. 



3. 

"Ef ipr ^riK^cl^fl 1 ^^ T%^TTfrr ^^ ft^fM^c^: U 

The Rukminlkalyajgam 1-13. 

4, ^rerarqr ^rrg" ^THTencq^^f^^ i 

i) The Mathuravijaya I. 1 5. 



5- T. Venkatacharya : The Knsnacaritam Intro, pp, X - XIV, 



Ill 

To this 1 like to add one more point that if the term Vidyanatha 
were to be a title acquired by Agastya, either Visvanatha his 
nephew and an younger contemporary or Gangadevi the student 
of Visvanatha should have expressly mentioned it on the occasion 
of eulogising Agastya in their works. As nothing of such sort 
is seen from the pen of his kith and kin we can feel that Vidya- 
natha and Agastya are not identical* 

To determine the date of Agastya we have to solely depend 
upon external evidences as nothing connected with his date is 
found in his works so far extant. In this connection the stale- 
' ment of Visvanatha, the teacher of Gahgadevi seems to be roost 
authentic. Visvanatha in his play Saugandhikapaharanam says 
that he wrote the work at the behest of the king Piataparudra II 
(of the Kakati family at Warrangal) and he was the nephew of 
the great poet Agastya through his mother, 1 From this we 
understand that Visvanatha enjoyed the patronage of the king 
Prataparudra but his uncle Agastya, whether in the court of 
Prataparudra or not, was a senior and attained fame during that 
period which fact was evidenced by Gangadevi, and Rajachuda- 
mani DIksita also. Hence we can safely place Agastya Pandita 
in the first half of the thirteenth century. 

Agastya's Krstiacaritam is a small prose work, and the 
Nalaklnikaitmudi is a fragment containing two contos (II and 
IV) consisting of 182 verses in all. The third work the Bala - 
bharatam is a mahakavya containing twenty contos. Here the 
author narrates the entire kernel of the Mahabharata stripping 
off the upakhyanas An frecht's 'catalogues catatahgorum gives the 
following works as belonging to Agastya 

(1) Balabharatam 

(2) Manipariksa or Ratnapriks* 

(3) Laksmlstctram* 

(4) Lalitasahasranamam 

(5) Sivasamhita 

(6) Sivastakam and 

(7) Sakaladhikara. 



1 . Ref, ft, note 4 on page 1 . 



IV 

Events depicted 

CANTO I 

Genealogy of the Kuru family that has sprung up from 
the Moon ; Love of the king Santanu ; the vow of Devavrata who 
thence known as Bhisma; coronation of Citrangada and his 
death, coronation of Vicitravlrya; his marriage with Ambika and 
Arnbalika; refusal of Bhisma to marry Arnba; and the death of 
VicitravTrya, 

CANTO II 

The birth of Dhrtarastra, Pandu and Vidura; care bestow- 
ed upon them by Bhisma; Coronation of Dhrtarastra; appoint- 
ment of Pandu as the head of the army; marriages of Dhrta- 
rastra with Gandhari and Pandu with Kunti and Madri; Kunti's 
service to the sage Durvisa and his boon; Karna's birth by the 
Sun God; abandoning of Karna by Kunti; Kama's adoption by 
Suta; Pandu* s visit to Satasrnga and his stay there with his two 
wives; curse on Pandu who killed the deer; Pandu's advice to 
Kunti to beget children; birth of Dharmaja; Gandhari's 
anxiety,, Vyasa preserving the hundred and one parts of the 
foetus; birth of Duryodhana and his brothers; birth of Bhima, 
Arjuna, Nakula and Sahadeva: their upanayanam and education; 
Pandu's sports with Madri and his death; Madri's sahagamanam 
risis* despatching Kunti and her sons to Dhrtarastra. 

CANTO III 

* 

Kauravas throwing Bhima into the Ganges; Bhima's safe 
return; poisoning Bhima; Bhima's entry into Patala and gaining 
strength with the help of Vasuki; Krupa teaching astravidyS to 
all the Kauravas; Bhlsma's contemplation to give higher educa- 
tion to all the children; Drona's arrival; Drona's narration of 
his auto-biography in the court; appointment of Drona as the 
teacher; test in dhanurvidyQ\ Arjuna's recognition; exhibition of 
astravidya Kama's challange and objection; Duryodhana installing 
Karna as the king of Anga; request of Drona for GurudaksinS; 
Arjuna bringing Drupada as a captive; fulfilment of Drona's 
desire; Drupada getting boons for a son who can chap off the head 



of Drona and a daughter through whom he can make friends with 
Pandavas; Drupada performing sacrifice; birth of Drstadyumna 
and Krsna (Draupadij; Dhrtarastra's contemplation to make 
Dharmaja heir - apparent; Duryodhana's opposition; Dharmaja's 
acceptance to stay in VaranavatL 

CANTO IV 

Construction of a lac-house at Varanavati; vigilence of 
Vidura; setting fire to the house at midnight while the Pandavas 
were asleep; escape of Pandavas through the tunnel caused at the 
the instance of Vidura; news of the death of Pandavas; 
Pandavas entering the forest; Bhlma's meeting with Hidimba; 
her love for Bhlma; HIdimba's death; Hidimba's request for 
marriage; Bhima's refusal; Dharmaja's permission for the 
marriage; Bhima's sports and the birth of Ghatotkaca; enter- 
ing of the Pandavas into the town Vetrakiya in the guise of 
Brahmins; Kunti consoling the weeping Brahmin couple. Her 
promise to send her son Bhlma to Baka in the place of the son of 
this Brahmin couple; Bhima killing Baka; meeting of Pandavas 
with VySsa; defeating a Gandharva on their way to Pancala; 
their lodging in the house of a kulala; attending svayamvara of 
DraupadI; Dhrstadyumna's description of the kings that gather- 
ed there. 

CANTO V 

The description of the svayamvara assembly; the futile 
trails of all the kings to win DraupadI. Arjuna's success; the 
decision of the Ksatriyas to fight the Brahmin who shot at the 
mobile fish; taking away of DraupadI by Arjuna after vanquish- 
ing all the other princes to the house of Kulala; KuntPs advice 
to share the object equally without knowing its nature; Drupa- 
da's secret mission to know the person who shot at; arrival of 
the Pandavas at the court of Drupada and revealing their iden- 
tity; Drupada's predicament on knowing that all the five would 
marry Draupadi; Vyasa narrates the origin of DraupadI and 
convinces Drupada; Draupadl's marriage; Pandavas arrival to 
Dhrtarastra with DraupadI; their stay in Hariprasta; Narada's 
arrival and his advice to the Pandavas. 



VI 

CANTO VI 

Request of a Brahmin to restore his cows; Arjuna entering 
the inner apartment hurriedly to take his bow etc., observing 
Dharmaja and DraupadI; Arjuna's pilgrimage according to the 
understanding; Arjuna's marriage with Ultlci; birth of a son; 
arriving at Manipura; marrying Chitrangada; birth of Babhru- 
vahana; Arjuna reaching Gokarna; entering Dvaravati in the 
guise of a sannyasin; the love-lorn condition of Arjuna and 
Subhadra; festival at Ginsa; marriage of Arjunn with Subhadra; 
Vrsni's contemplated attack on Arjuna and the advice of Krsna 
to desist from it; Arjuna reaching Dharmaja with Subhadra; 
birth of Abhimanyu; description of the season Grisma; 
Khandavadahana; Agni presenting Gandiva, Aksayatunlra and 
the white horsed chariot to Arjuna; war between Indra and 
Arjuna; Narada's arrival; devme voice announcing the arrival 
of Taksaka at Kuruksetra; announcing the relationship between 
Krsna and Arjuna; Indra and others leaving for their respective 
places. 

CANTO VII 

The construction of Mayasabha; Narada's arrival and his 
message to perform Rajasuya; Krsna's advice to kill Jarasandha: 
departure of Krsna, Bhlma and Arjuna to Giripura to fight with 
Jarasandha; the death of Jarasandha; performance of Rajasuya 
sacrifice; death of Sisupala; visit of Suyodhana and others to 
Mayasabha: Suyodhana's insult; Suyodhana conferring with 
Sakuni; invitation to Pandavas to a dice-game; Dharmaja's 
defeat; DraupadPs insult; Bhlma and Arjuna proclaiming their 

vows; Dhrtarastra's interference; defeat of Pandavas for a 



second time in the game; Pandava's departure for the forest. 

CANTO VIII 

The killing of Kimmlra by Bhlma and the Panda va's stay 
in Dvaitavana; Arj^una's penance for Pasupatastra; Fight between 
Siva and Arjuna; Siva presenting pasupata to Arjuna; Yudhis- 
tira and others greeting Arjuna; stay in Badarikasrama; Bhlma's 
conquest for the saugandhika flower; Indra's request to Arjuna 
to rootout Nivatakavaca and Kalakeyiiras; Gods honouring 



vn 

Arjuna : Arjuna*s entry into svarga along with Indra; tJrvasPs 
love for Arjuna and her curse. 

CANTO IX 

Duryodhana's Ghosayatra; his defeat; Duryodhana's 
ladies approaching Dharmaja for help; Arjuna got released 
Duryodhana from the captivity of Citrasena; Duryodhana's trial 
for pr&yopavesa, advice of elders; Samsaptaka's promise of help 
to Duryodhana; his departure for his capital; Pandavas depar- 
ture to Kamyaka forest; Jayadratha kidnapping DraupadI; 
P2ndavas pardening Jayadratba; Jayadratba's penance for a 
boon to conquer Arjuna; advice of the Sun-God to Karna not to 
part with kavaca and kundala; his advice to take the sakti from 
Indra; the Yaksaprasna's and the revival of Pandavas to life. 

CANTO X 

Pandava's living in incognito in the thirteenth year in the 
court of Virata; Dharmaja in ihe guise of a sanyasm, Bhlma as 
a cook; Arjuna as a dance-teacher, Nakula arid Sahadeva as the 
trainer of horses and protector of cows respectively Draupadi 
as Sairandhri in the harem; Kicaka's love for Draupadi and the 
death of all the Kicakas; suspician of Duryodhana about the 
identity of the killer of KIcakas; his plan to steal the cows of 
Virata* 

CANTO XI 

Virata receiving the report about the stealing of the cows; 
boasting of Uttara; suggestion of Uttara his sister to engage 
Brhannala; Brhannala takes Uttara to the battle field; Uttara's 
timidity on seeing the kurus and his request to Brhannala to take 
him back to the palace; Arjuna's encouragement; taking him to 
the tree on which gandiva etc,, were kept safe and explaining 
Uttara the real position; Asjuna's mag^c missile and Uttara's 
victory; Duryodhana consulting gurus with regard to the time 
stipulated to the Pandavas; Bhlsma clarifies his doubt and 
advises him to give back the kingdom of Pandavas; Duryo- 
dhana's refusal. Arjuna's advice to Uttara not to mention his 
name to his father; Their return to tfre capital; Pandavas enter- 



VI 11 

ing the court of Virata the next day, in their true colours; 
Uttara revealing the secret of his victory; Arjuna introducing 
his brothers; Bhima introducing Arjuna; Virata's offer of his 
daughter to Arjuna; Arjuna taking her as daughter-in-law; 
marriage of Uttara and Abhirnanyu. 

CANTO XII 

Dharmaja conferring with Krsna and others to claim their 
share of the kingdom; Suyodhana and Arjuna waiting on Krsna; 
Arjuna choosing Krsna and Suyodhana the remaining army of 
yadus; preparation for the battle; Krsna's departure to Hastina 
for a treaty; welcome to Krsna and his stay with Vidura; Krsna's 
direct negotiation; Dhrtarastra's inability to convince his son; 
Duryodhana's plot to bind Krsna; exhibition of Visvarnpa by 
Krsna. 

CANTO XIII 

KuntPs meeting with Karna on the banks of Ganges; Her 
request to him to join Pandavas; refusal of Karna; Karna promi- 
ses not to kill any one excepting Arjuna; Armies in Kuruksetra; 
commencement of war by Bhisma; Karna was pronounced Artha- 
ratha by Bhisma; Karna's vow in anger not to step into battle 
field till the fall of Bhisma; BMsma's biography and the story of 
Amba; her birth in the house of Drupada; her marriage; miracle 
of gandharva; maintenance of Drupada's honour; 

CANTO XIV 

Armies on both sides are ready; Krsna and Arjuna enter 
the battle field; Arjuna's dejection; Krsna's encouragement 
exhibiting Visvarupa; Bhisrna's ten days war; Arjuna keeping 
Sikhancli before him to fight; Bhisma giving up fight; Bhisma 
waiting till uttarayana on the bed of arrows; 

CANTO XV 

Appointment of Drona as commander in chief; Padma- 
vyuha; Arjuna's fight with sarnsaptakas; Abhirnanyu entering the 
Padmavyuha; obstruction to others; heros killing Abhimanyu; 



IX 

grief of Pandavas and Subhadra; Arjuna* s suspicion of a cala- 
mity; information given to Arjuna; Arjuna's vow to kill Jaya- 
dratha before the evening of the next day; Krsna taking Arjuna 
to Kailasa in the dead of night, 

CANTO XVI 

Krsna and Arjuna meeting Siva, Siva giving Arjuna a bow 
and an arrow explaning how to use it; commencement of the 
battle; Drona's fearful fight. Protection to Jayadratha; Krsna's 
miracle; false darkness; Rumour that Arjuna failed; Jayadratha 
peeping out; Arjuna discharges arrow which cuts off his head 
and shing of the Sun; Krsna's advice; falling of Jayadrada's head 
in the hands of his father; his death when he throws it out; 
discharging of Karna's sakti against Ghatotkaca; Ghatotkaca's 
death; Grief of the Pandavas; Krsna's consolation; Dharmaja 
uttering words of double entendre; Misconstruing it Drona gives 
up fight; Drstadyumna cuts off his head; Asvatthama's vow to kill 
Dhrstadyumna and Pandavas. 

CANTO XVII 

Karna succeeding ^ Drona as the comrnander-in-chief; 
Duryodhana's request to Salya to be the driver of Karna; Salya's 
anger; Duryodhana passifying Salya; Salya's condition that 
Karna should not speak against him; fight between Karna and 
Arjuna; Arjuna killing Karna when his chariot got stuck up. 

CANTO XVIII 

Salya becomes the Commander-in-chief; twins killing 
Sakuni; Duryodhana entering a pond; Bhima's search for 
Duryodhana, Bhima's insinuation; his search for Duryodhana 
in the pond; Duryodhana's emergence from the pond; battle 
with Bhlma at Sarasvati vana; Bhima striking at the thigh of 
Duryodhana with his club at the sign of Krsna; fall of Duryo- 
dhana; JBalarama's anger at this and Krsna's pacification; 
Asvatthama meeting Duryodhana along with* Krpa and Krta- 
varma; Duryodhana's narration; Asvatthama's Vow to avangc 
this; Asvatthama entering into the tents of Pandavas; kills the 



upapandavas at the dead of night: his fight with the guards; his 
report to Dhuryodhana; Dburyodhana's death; Asvatthama 
leaving for the cottage of Vyasa; Pandavas witnessing the horri- 
ble situation; locating Asvatthama in the hermitage of Parasara; 
Vyasa's request to stop this battle; Krsna's promise to bring 
back Uttara's son to life; Asvatthama's dwelling in darkness tiil 
his death; the return of the Pandavas. 



CANTO XIX 

Dhrtarastra's grief over the death of bis sons; Pandavas 
consoling Dhrtarastra and other; Dbrtarastra wishes to sec Bhima; 
Krsna plans to get a statue of Bblma; Dhratarastra's embraces 
which crashes it; Dhrtarastra's grief and Krsna's consolation; 
Vyasa's interference with Gandharl when she was about to curse 
Dharmaja; Gandhari's curse to Yadavas and Krsna to die in a 
forlorn place; performance of funeral rites; Bhlsma's advice to 
Pandavas and his death; bringing back Parlksit to life by Krsna; 
Dharmaja's Asvamedhayaga; Arjuna follows the korse; Arjuna's 
helplessness before Babhruvahana; Uluci serving Arjuna; Arjuna 
completing the trip returns to Dharmaja. 



CANTO XX 

Pandavas care to Dhrtarastra and others; Bhima's pin- 
pricks to Dhrtarastra; Dhrtarastra's wish to retire to forest 
with his wife; KuntI, Vidura and Samjaya follow them; Vyasa 
helping Dhrtarastra to see his sons in svarga; their death; 
arrival of the risis with Narada to Dvaraka; Yadavas making 
fun of them; the curse of the rsis; Simba begetting pistle; advice 
of Krsna; Krsna takes the yadavas to picknic; their drunken 
state; Krsna's rest under a tree; Kirata striking Krsna; his bless- 
ings to the kirata; Krsna's advice to Satyaki and Arjuna; Krsna's 
death; Dvaraka's grief over Krsna's death; Arjuna *s helplessness 
to protect the wives of Krsna; grief of the Pandavas; Pariksit's 
installation on the throne; Pandavas mahaprasthana; Dharmaja 
followed by the dog reaches the destination; Dharmaja's reluc- 
tance to enter the plane without the dog; Yama's appreciation 
of Dharmaja's erudiiion; Dharuaaja entering svarga* 



Works on the theme : 

Many works~ belonging to different authors have come 
down to us, in different literary forms on the same theme of the 
MahabtiSrata. The following are a few of them 

1- Bharatacampu by Anantabhatta. 

2. Bharatarnanjari by Ksemendra. 

3. Balabharatam by Amaracandra. 

4. Balabharatam or Pracandapandava by Rajasekhara. 

5. Bharatayuddha by Bhattatri. 

6. Bharatasamgraha by Laksmanasuri. 

7. Bharatasamksepa by Isaaabhatta. 

8. Bharatacampu by Rajacudamani DIksita. 

9. Bhdratakatha by Narasimha and 

10. Prasabharatam by Suryanarayana Kavi. 

Of the above the Bharatarnanjari.&nd. the Balabharatam of 
Ksemendra are works in poetry, i.e. written in the style of 
mahakavyas, and all other works either belong to the category of 
campu, drama or prose. Hence we note that, including the 
present work of Agastya Pandita there are only three works on 
this theme, written as mahakavyas. The main intention of these 
authors is only to epitatnize the original Mahdbharata. Though 
the intention is the same the execution varied. The Balabharata 
of Amaracandra (irrespective of the arrangement of the cantos) 
contains about 5,330 verses and the Bharatarnanjari of Ksemendra 
contains 8,810 verses while the Balabharata of Agastya ' contains 
1,194 verses only. From this it is clear that Agastya stands 
foremost in achieving the desired object. 

Amaracandra does not seem to have omitted any anecdote 
of the original, while Ksemendra seems to have omitted certain 
upakfiyanas; and Agastya omitting the entire lore of upakhy&nas 
continued the thread of the main story. He simply narrated 
the incidents that are absolutely essential for grasping the 
contexts or the justification of an incident like that of the 
previous birth of Draupadi etc. Even in these cases he did not 
dilate much on them; He simply rushed through the last parvas 
of the work; Hence he became successful in narrating the story 
of the entire Mahabharata in 1,794 verses. 



X1J 

Poetry : 

Through out the work Agastya seems to have been cons- 
cious that he is writing for the children. He does not strain 
either for the round about or out of the way expressions. His 
poetry is simple and sweet. It does not require any commen- 
tary. The variety of figures he used are almost drawn from the 
objects familiar with in day to day life. A perusal at his other 
works also gives us the idea that he is a poet of the first order, 
and he is fully conversant with Vaidarbhinti 1 , besides Dhvani? 
gwta and Alankara* schools* But unfortunately this does not help 
us to assertain his fixed views on the schools of poetry. 

As a mahakavya the Baiabharatam deserves to be placed 
by the side of the Raghuvamsa of Kalidasa. The rich imagi- 
nation of the poet is discernable in the hights of his unhampered 
narration. He believes that a mahakavi should posses a rich 
variety of visayas* and the uttarance of a satkavi should be 
endearing to a connoissure.* In getting these two objectives 
fulfilled the story of the Mah&bharata afforded him a great 
opportunity which he executes with his utmost skill, erudition 
and experience. It is no exaggiration if we say that the Bala* 
bharatam shows the poet at his best. Because of his rich 
erudition he unconsiously echoes on occasions the great poets, 
he digested. The reverence he had for K51idisa.etc,can be seen 
in his expressions which are almost similar such as 



*FT: 

| BB. 1-19. 



i. 

SfKTSRr^T^fl; , I^HKllcrftei f^^HT: i 

The Krlsna Caritam : P. 90. 

2 ^c^fa^i^ftqE^H^KH; * ibid, P* 82. 

3. 3W*T ^gm^fiR: ^T^ffR^^% \ The Baiabharatam; X. 39. 

4. qfT$f% *MHffa 5Tft*KWWHi. * The Krisna Caritam. P. 62. 

: I ibid* P% 10 



Xlll 
which reminds us of the expression of Kalidasa 



: 11 

The Sakuntalam. I. 23. 

BB. x. 80. 



The Meghadutam. II - 33. 
and 



: II BB. XII. 13. 



The Kumarasarabhavam, I - 12. 

Apart from this we note that Agastya repeats his verses 
in his works as and when occasion warrents. For example his 
Nalakirtikaumudi and Balabharatam contain the same lines and 



verses also. The line ^^?cf ^jCTf ^Refl^ found in the 
kirtikaumudi (IV. 10) is also observed in the Balabharatam 
(V. 95). The description of the ladies who run to see Nala (IV. 
16 to 24) is exactly the same as that of the ladies who run to 
see Krsna in the Balabharatam (XIL 29 to 41); which is exactly 
in imitation of the description of the ladies who run to see 
isvara in the Kumar asambhav am. (VII. 56-61) of Kalidasa, 

Commentaries : 

There is only one commentary called Manohara on this 
vork, by Salva Timmapa, the dandanayaka under Srikrishna 
levaraya of Vijayanagar. History says that Thimmarusu is a 
ntnister of Srikrishna devaraya. Copies of this commentary are 
ivailable both with the Madras Govt. Oriental Manuscript 
.ibrary and the Sarasvatimahal Library, Tanjore; but they are 
ncomplete. The commentary belonging to the MGOL is only for 
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five cantos (4 and 5 and a portion of the th canto and 10 and 
12 which breaks off at the verse 27 in canto 12) where as the 
commentary belonging to the Sarasvatimahal contains 1 to 10 
cantos only. Even this available portion is with full of lacuna. 

Editions : 

A portion of this BaJabharatam was edited by Prof. P.P. 
Sastry of the Presidency College, Madras, and published serially 
in the Sankaragurukul Patrika with the commentary Manohara 
from 1939. This contains only 6 cantos. Sri Vanivilasa Press 
brought it out in a book from as No* 4 of its series. It also 
appeared as No. 9 of the Madras Oriental publications in 1939. 

In the beginning, though I intended to bring out the entire 
text with its commentary manohara, I was oblized later on to 
change my mind for the reasons that the commentary is in* 
complete; that even the available portion is with full of lacuna 
and that the poem does not require a commentary. But while 
editing the poem I 5 as far as possible, made use of the commen- 
tary. 

MSS. material 

Our Institute possesses two copies of this work - (1) A 
paper manuscript complete in two valumes. The first volume con- 
tains the first nine cantos which has been copied from a manus- 
cript of the Sarasvatimahal Library, Tanjore No. 3700, and the 
second from 10 to 20 canto copied from the manuscript of 
MGOL No. R 1578. (2) A paimleaf rns. with us, which is 
incomplete bearing the No. 1740. 

S.V.U. O.R.I. > Text-paper; 13X8 inch. 186 pages lines 24 on 
6844 and 6845 5 each P a e - Devanagari; fair and good. 

1740 : Text-Palmleaf; 40x35 cms; 56 pages, 7 lines on 

each side of the leaf; incomplete; fairly good. 

I take this opportunity to thank the authorities of our 
University, and the Director of our Institute for permitting me 
to edit and publish this work. I also thank our Research Assis- 
tants M/s. K.S. Varadan, T. Ananthanarayana and K. Pratap 
who helped me in preparing a press copy of the same. My 
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thanks are due to our Librarian and Curator Kum. S,R. Matha 
for the services rendered in going through the proofs and pre- 
paring an Index of the verses of this work. I also thank Mr. 
V. Venkataramana Reddy, Research Assistant for going through 
the proofs- My thanks are specially due to my friend Sri N.C.V. 
Narasinihacharya, the Head of the Department of Sabitya, 
S.V.O. College, Tirupati for his valuable suggessions and 
alround help throughout. Finally I thank the press for its co- 
operation in bringing out the volume in a neat manner. 
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